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St. Patrick’s Day Message
from Ambassador Paul Kavanagh
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It is wonderful that people in Japan celebrate Saint
Patrick’s Day, the ‘Green Holiday’, with the same gusto
as people doin Ireland and around the world. This
year the celebrations take on a particular dimension as
the Rugby World Cup comes to Japan. Ireland’s national
team and that of Japan will compete strongly for the
championship. The ‘I love Ireland Festival' in Yoyogi Park
will mark this special occasion with a dedicated
rugby space. Fukuroi city in Shizuoka, which will host
the Ireland-Japan game during the tournament in
September, will light up in green, Ireland’s national
colour, for the celebrations in March! Along with
parades in Tokyo and Yokohama as well as festivals
in many cities around Japan, there are myriad ways
to enjoy Saint Patrick’s Day events in this great country
and to build warm friendships between our peoples!
| hope that growing numbers of Japanese friends
with an interest in Ireland will get a chance to visit our
friendly country and see for themselves the beautiful
natural scenery which inspires our national colour
and gives our country its moniker, ‘the Emerald Isle’!
They will be in a position to taste Ireland’s fine food
and experience our ancient and dynamic contemporary
culture. Do please visit us in Global Ireland, the
Innovation Island at the heart of the European
Union.And remember: you don’t have to do anything
special to enjoy St Patrick’s Day in Japan. Just put on
something green and come along to enjoy the festival.
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| See www.dfa.ie/japan and follow
Embassy’s Twitter & Facebook for
more information on St. Patrick’s
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